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The trial between National Museum & Art Gallery 
(NMAG) against the Speaker of the Parliament House 
over removal of cultural objects within the new parlia-
ment House in Waigani has been ruled by the court in 
favor of the National Museum and Art Gallery.  

The national court of Waigani has ordered the Parliament 
Speaker Sir Theodore Zurenouc to return the cultural objects 
that were removed from Parliament House in 2013. 

The event occurred over a period of three months be-
tween November and December  of 2013 over the view 
that the objects contained unworthy images particular-
ly nude images, carried offensive and inappropriate 
messages and portrayed spiritual beings that were 
contrary to Christian beliefs.   

See full story on page 2.  

Part of the lintel containing mask on 
display inside the Built on Culture Exhi-
bition at the National Museum and Art 
Gallery in Port Moresby  

Court ordered return of cultural objects
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Museum launches IFMS 
 
The National Museum and Art Gallery 
(NMAG) ended the �rst quarter of its opera-
tion on a high note with the launching of the 
new Integrated Financial Management Sys-
tems  (IFMS).  
NMAG and five other Government Departments 
and agencies have become the first few to be 
linked up to the Government’s new budgeting and 
accounting system this year. 
Finance Secretary Dr Ken Ngangan launched the 
Integrated Financial Management System (IFMS) 
link-up for the National Museum and Art Gallery, 
departments of Transport, Implementation and 
Rural Development, National Statistics Office and 
the Central Provincial Government. 
The launched took place at the National Museum 
and Art Gallery, brings to 28 the number of de-
partments and agencies that have gone live or 
linked into IFMS, a progression which Dr Ngangan 
expects will see the entire Government system 
use IFMS by the end of 2017. 
NMAG Director Dr Andrew Moutu expressed his 
organization’s gratitude for the link-up saying the 
use of IFMS would enhance honesty, accountabil-
ity and effectiveness in the government systems. 
He said, successive management of NMAG had not 
been as effective in the management of finances 
of the organization and had drawn the ire of the 
Auditor General’s Office. 

“For us at the Museum, this is a 
milestone, and I thank Dr Ngan-
gan and the IFMS team for this 
important tool of governance”. 
He also acknowledge the lead-
ership of his deputy Mrs Jeane 
Sliviak Kidu who spearhead the 
IFMS from it’s initial stage. 

Peter Loko, member of NMAG 
Board of Trustees, said the 
new system would be the so-
lution to many of the challeng-

From L - R: DD CSD Mrs Jeane S. Kidu, NMAG Director Dr An-
drew Moutu, Finance Secretary Dr Ken Ngangan and Transport 
Secretary showing the �rst cheque printed through IFMS

From page 1 
 
In November and December of 2013, a number of cultural 
objects that were exhibited in the new Parliament House in 
Waigani were damaged, dismantled and removed on the au-
thority of the Speaker of the National Parliament after a meet-
ing with the Parliamentary House Committee. 
According to the court files, the two cultural objects that were 
removed are; 

 A row of 19 masks attached to the lintel at the base of the 
faced (the face) of Parliament House, immediately above 
the main pedestrian entrance to the building. A Lintel is 
an architectural term describing a horizontal piece of tim-
ber or stone that lie across the top doors of windows or 
between vertical supports) All these masks were damaged 
and removed in November of 2013. 

 A set of conjoined totem poles, being substantial and 
dominant structure , in the Grand Hall of Parliament 
House, sometimes described in the singular as the totem 
pole. A totem is a natural object or animal adopted among 
tribal peoples as emblem of a clan or tribe. A totem pole is 
a pole on which totems are carved or hung. The totem 
pole was damaged and dismantled and removed in De-
cember 2013. 

The Speaker and House committee viewed the objects 
as unworthy images that were contrary to the Christian 
beliefs as the nation of Papua New Guinea is a Christian 
nation and such objects displayed in the house where 
awful. 
The  decision to remove the cultural objects were then 
implemented by L& A Construction, a company that the 
speaker authorized to carry out the destruction at the 
cost of K43 318.00. 
The National Museum and Art Gallery learnt about the 
destruction and a court case was filed by Governor of 
East Sepik, Grand Chief Sir Michael Somare and the 
Director of the National Museum and Art Gallery Dr An-
drew Moutu  as first and second plaintiffs against the 
Speaker of the National Parliament Sir Theodore 
Zurenouc as first defendant, Chairman of Parliament 
House Committee as second defendant, L& A Construc-
tion as third defendant and the State as fourth defend-
ant. 
The court battle went on for 3 years and on the Monday 
30th May 2016, Justice David Cannings rule the court in 
favor of the plaintiffs and ordered the Speaker to return 
the cultural objects to its original place within 6 months. 
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Visit us
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*Closed on Saturdays except for organized visits
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psosori@museumpng.gov.pg or museumtours@museumpng.gov.pg
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and visit our website on: www.museumpng.gov.pg  
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Continue…. 
In a Press Conference that was held inside the new exhibi-
tion space at the National Museum and Art Gallery, Director 
of the NMAG, Dr Andrew Moutu said, the damaged totem 
poles and the 19 masks will become part of the history that 
leaves a scar that can only be replaced if the original carv-
ers are found within this period to create new ones. 

“These objects are physical tangible aspects of our culture be-
ing displayed, art and culture expresses nationalism”, he said. 

Ms Marie Ellingson while celebrating the win, spoke on behalf 
of the Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture  and said, this 
case is a big win for us and for all art lovers around Papua 
New Guinea. 

“It proves that our laws /legislations are alive and would require 
champions to enforce them ”, she added 
The National Museum and Art Gallery is grateful and would like 
to acknowledged the media particularly Post Courier who ran 
the campaign on the issues affecting the National Museum and 
Art Gallery. 

 
TAC agencies joined NMAG to welcome new Minister

 

 
Hon. Kulang is MP for Kundiawa Gembogl and comes 
with a professional background of accounting and strate-
gic management. In his own electorate, he has invested 
in growing tourism for sustainable development for his 
people and community.  
Minister Kulang is the forth leader to serve in the minis-
try since the original incumbent, Boka Kondra, was side-
lined by a leadership inquiry. The ministry has also seen 
a short return of Minister Charles Abel in 2015 and Minis-
ter Justin Tkatchenko for a 3-month stint.  
Minister Kulang was delighted to see two cultural groups 
organized to ceremonially welcome him into the Ministry.  
In addressing the agencies of the Minister highlights that 
he came into the responsibility a bit late but would want 
to do his best in the time frame he has before the next 
elections.  
While being mindful of legacy issues that hold organisa-
tions within the organisation at ransom, he would rather 
concentrating on making progress on some key delivera-
bles within the Ministry including tourism and the prepa-
ration for the APEC Meeting in 2018 for which both cul-
ture and tourism would feature prominently.  
Minister Kulang sees that Office of Tourism, Arts & Cul-
ture could do a more coordinating and monitoring role  

within the Ministry while other agencies are encouraged to 
continue to do their work.  
There were other philosophical issues that interested the Min-
ister but the Minister thought these were better shelved for an 
extended conversation in the future.  
Minister Kulang is expected to make headways into tourism 
development, initiate the implementation of some aspects of 
the museum’s master plan and is considering carefully the 
proposed plans to amalgamate the National Cultural Commis-
sion and the National Museum & Art Gallery.  
The Minister has since met with the Board of Trustees of the 
National Museum & Art Gallery and is keen to see that projects 
conceived in the museum’s master plan be given more traction 

and get off the ground. 

Historical 
 

interpretive 
 

displays
 

unveiled
 

 
The displays are first of a series that 
TPA has intended to install in the 
Kokoda region which has been devel-
oped as part of the Heritage Inter-
pretation Supporting Tourism pro-
ject. 

The unveiling of the interpretive display was well attended 
by Minister for Tourism Art and Culture, Hon Tobias Kulang, 
Minister Counsellet for Bougainville and Kokoda Tim 
Bryson, Managing Director of Conservation Environment & 
Protection Authority Mr Gunther Joku, Director General of 
Office of Tourism Art & Culture, Mrs Marriana Ellingson, 
Director of National Museum and Art Gallery Dr Andrew 
Moutu, Acting Chief Executive Officer of Tourism Promotion 
Authority, Mr Eric Mosmen Uvovo, Acting Chief Executive 
Officer of National Cultural Commission Mr Collin Taimbari 
and representatives from the Kokoda Initiative.  

The new Minister for Tourism, Arts & Culture, Hon. Tobias 
Kulang has recently visited the National Museum & Art 
Gallery where he was warmly welcomed by heads of 
agencies within the Ministry including Tourism Promotion 
Authority, National Cultural Commission, National Museum 
& Art Gallery and the O�ce of Tourism, Arts & Culture.
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‘Aiya Minista! traim na marimari liklik na givim
sampla mo makmak long wok bilon Wo musium

na stopim dispela steal man.‛

‘TINTIN TOKTOK‛

The Kokoda Initiative (KI) and the 
Tourism Promotion Authority (TPA) 
was at the Owens Cornerto unveil 
three historic interpretive displays. 
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The International Convention Centre (ICC) Project 
o�cially commenced on the 31st of October 2012  

NMAG, Corporate Planning & Marketing Manager, Mr Steven 
Kilanda in an interview said, the project was in accordance 
to a bilateral agreement signed between the Chinese Gov-
ernment and the PNG Government followed by six economic 
technical cooperation agreements signed on the 30th of 
March 2007, 6th September 2008, 15th April,. 2009, 4th 
November 2009, 16th December 2010 and 23rd December 
2010 respectively. 
“This was followed by an Exploration and Design Agreement 
for the China Aided ICC signed between China IPPR Interna-
tional Engineering Company Limited and PNG Government’’.  
The total construction area  of this project is 9920 m2, in-

cluding 9875 m2 of the main building and 45 m2 of three 
guard houses. The main building includes; a 700 seat main 
conference hall, a 50 seat conference hall for national lead-
ers, two 137 seat small conference halls, six 25 seat small 
conference rooms, a Primary Ministry office and other ad-
ministrative offices, a multipurpose hall with a capacity of 
400, a journalist station, dinning room and kitchen, an art 
gallery, service road and doorway pavement with carpark. 
He said, a site inspection was conducted by the National 
Museum and Art Gallery as the implementing agency to-
gether with other stakeholders namely, the Department of 
National Planning & Monitoring, PNG Power Limited, Telikom 
PNG Limited, Eda Ranu and others to ensure: 
1. The project construction and installation was in compli-

ance with the original design requirements according to 
the contract signed by both governments. 

2. The Project functionality is complete and that contrac-
tor had provided the right number of equipment, facility
and furniture according to the origional designed requir-
ements and is in accordance with the contract signed by
both governments. 

Kilanda said, the convention centre has been used 
to host lead - up meetings to the 2018 APEC in order 
to test the building and identify defects that needs to 
be sorted out before the actual APEC. The centre has 
been favored for meeting as it is very convenient. 

 

Mulipurpose hall 
suitable for hosting 
dinner functions

The main 
conference hall
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Aira cobra P39:
A new addition to our MH collection    

 

 

The Modern History Museum (MHM) or what was then 
known to be the PNG War Museum (PNG WM) recently 
welcomed into its collection an additional aircraft 
used during the Second World War (WWII) period in 
Papua New Guinea.  

The aircraft known as BELL AIRACOBRA P-400 identified by 
the Serial Number AP347, is the most recent donation to the 
Museum by the National Airports Corporation (NAC) on the 
26th of February 2016. 
Embossed on a memorial plaque next to the aircraft are the 
information relating to the aircraft.  
Originally built by Bell Aircraft in New York, the aircraft ob-
tained its serial number from the Royal Air Force (RAF). It is 
painted in a three color camouflage scheme. Manufactured 
in the US, this aircraft is equipped with a single engine, a 
weapon loading bay and a pilot seat. 
The aircraft was later delivered to the US Army to be disas-
sembled and shipped to Australia where it was reassembled. 

During WWII the aircraft became one of the principal air 
fighter operated by the United States Fifth Army Air force in 
Port Moresby to fight against Japanese troops. It was also 
used by several other fighter groups such as the 8th Fighter 
Group and the 36th Fighter Squadron. 

P 400 Airacobra was piloted by Lieutenant Thomas Huff at 
the time when the aircraft flew its last mission on the 15th of 

August 1943. 

According to MHM Curator, Senea Greh, the aircraft took 
off from Port Moresby on a mission to escort another air-
craft to Tsili-Tsili Airfield located roughly 40 miles from 
Lae, Morobe Province. 
“After suffering an in-flight engine failure, the pilot carried 
out a dead-stick forced landing on the Bulldog Emergency 
Airfield; an airstrip north of the village of Bulldog located 
in Gulf Province’, said Greh. 
The aircraft remained at Bulldog Airfield till American pilot 
Jack Taft donated funds for the recovery of two P 400 
Airacobras in exchange for an export permit from the Na-
tional Museum and Art Gallery for one of them. The two 
Airacobras were later recovered and flown to Port Mores-
by’s Jacksons Airport in 1984. 
The salvage of the airacobras was part of an agreement 
between the National Museum & Art Gallery and US Mili-
tary Aircraft Museum for the recovery of P400 AP347 and 
a second P400 AP335 for export to the United States.

 

After the export of P-400Ap335, the P-400 AP347 was 
presented to the South Pacific Aero Club by then PNG War 
Museum. 
P-400 AP347 is a memorial to Airmen of all nationalities 
who gave their lives during the WWII and civilian pilots 
killed in aviation accidents since the first flight by Frank 
Hurley in 1921 to the present time. 
The aircraft is now displayed at the entrance to the Na-
tional Museum and Art Gallery at Waigani. 
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 Prime Minister, Peter O’Neil and his delegation 
who recently visited the new International Con-
vention Centre were left astounded by the bril-
liant look and feel of the facility.  
O’Neil was accompanied by former Minister for Na-
tional events, Justin Tkatchenko, Planning Minister, 
Charles Abel, Minister for Public Servants, Puka Temu 
and NCD Governor Powes Parkop, and the Chinese 
Ambassador. 
The dignitaries were guided by Chinese Ambassador 
to PNG, Director of PNG National Museum and Art 
Gallery, Dr Andrew Moutu and Deputy Director Jean 
Sliviak Kidu together with Corporate Planning and 
Marketing Manager, Mr Steven Kilanda. 
The state of the art facility is nearing completion and 
intends to play host to several major international 
events in the coming years. 
Located on a portion of the Constitutional Park, the 
facility is equipped with conference rooms capable of 
hosting up to several hundreds of people, ballrooms, 
banquet, office space and auditoriums fitted with so-
phisticated equipment for conferences.  
Soon the facility shall be handed over by the Chinese 
to the PNG Government where it will be owned by the 
National Museum and Art Gallery. 
Whilst the building is nearing its completion and 
handing over, more funding is needed from the gov-
ernment to finish off what has been left before the 
facility is open.  
The Prime Minister Peter O’Neil is confident 
that the facility will grandiose the standing of 
the country in the region and has issued 
directions to host three international meet-
ings including those of the APEC and ACP in 
the next 5 months at the new convention 
center.  
The convention centre has been the host 
venue to two major APEC meetings in the 
last two months and has been hired to host 
more major national events in due time.  

Volume 1, Issue 1

 PM impressed
 with  ICC

 

 

PROPOSED PROJECT TO BOOST
ADMINISTRATIVE RECORDS

 

The National Museum and Art Gallery (NMAG) is featured on a 
new locally owned tourism website as one of the best tourist 
attraction in Papua New Guinea. 
Explore PNG.com is a nationally owned website that promotes 
tourism in PNG. 
Visit them on: www.explorepng.com  or view our us on: 
http://explorepng.com/national-museum-art-gallery/  
We have a facebook and Instgram page. Like our facebook  and 
instagram page for more updates on events, news and careers 
or visit our website  
on: www.museumpng.gov.pg  

Seen in the picture is the team from Explore PNG.com from left 
is Jesse, Taita and Autu. 

  
  

A proposed project documen-
tation relating to the manage-
ment of administrative rec-
ords has been presented to 
the Executive Management 
Team for endorsement to 
correct the lack of concern in 
the management and storage 
of administrative records at 
the National Museum and Art 
Gallery (NMAG)  

MNAG’s Librarian and Acting 
Manager for Education and 
Public Programs Mr Edward 
Edawaine, told the Senior 
Management Team meeting 
in May while presenting an  

archiving and management report to 
the team. 
 
He said, a survey was carried out 
and results were noted that NMAG 
does not have a corporate records 
management and archiving policy in 
place which has led to a number of 
issues relating to the management 
and storage of its administrative rec-
ords. 
 
“Good record keeping is a corner-
stone of good governance and the 
purpose of this project is to ensure 
NMAG is meeting its obligation as a 
government agency, by correctly 
managing, storing and disposing of 
its administrative records”, he said. 

He reiterated that NMAG is not alone in this 
as it has been one of the major issues faced 
by a lot of Government departments where 
records are being left unattended over a 
long period of time. 
  
Mr Edawi presented the project proposal 
document to Director of the National Muse-
um and Art Gallery, Dr Andrew Moutu and is 
urging all staffs to help in this process by 
ensuring that all records are well document-
ed and stored for future purposes. 
 

NMAG On EXPLOREPNG.COM



MUSEUMDEKENAIMUSEUMDEKENAI
Page 6Page 9

TRADITIONAL MASK THAT HEAL  

Cultural ideas and meaning are given form and expression 
in many interesting ways. One intriguing way of expression 
is through the use of masks. Masks normally change or 
alter the appearance of a person’s face for the period of 
time in which the mask is being used. The need to alter 
someone’s face is based on all kinds of reasons including 
protection, disguise and make-believe or amusement etc. -
Emotional responses to masks vary across cultures and on 
the kinds of occasions masks are performed as amusing 
spectacles, rituals or for other utilitarian purposes.  

When masks are worn, the individuals who wear and 
animate them sometimes take on a new personality 
or subjectivity in order to give effect to the reasons 
and meanings why the masks are used in the first 
place. Because of the technique of concealment and 
animation, a mask provides a medium through which 
powers of the unseen spirit world can be accessed 
and harnessed.  
Amongst the diversity of mask cultures in Papua New 
Guinea is the Ariaso mask from the Amanab area of 
West Sepik Province. Taken from a ceremonial ritual, 
Ariaso is a sickness curing ceremony held by the 
Kwomtari people in West Sepik Province. 
Seen in the photograph is a colorful mask on display 
inside the Built on Culture Exhibition space. According 
to records, it was collected by the France anthropolo-
gist, Bernard Juillerat, in 1973 and registered in 1974 
as a collection of the National Museum and Art Gal-
lery. 

Juillerat collected four of these masks of which two 
were given to the National Museum and Art Gallery 
while the other two was sent to Paris. These two 
masks have been kept inside the storerooms for sev-
eral decades and now appear with other ritual and 
ceremonial masks in the Built on Culture Exhibition at 
the National Museum and Art Gallery for public view-
ing.  
The Ariaso mask is made from bark cloth, rattan and 
feathers. It was believed that if a person gets sick 
after killing a snake or any animal associating with 
water such as crocodile, eel, or fish, while hunting, 
the illness is caused by the life-force of that animal. 
The malevolence in this case is caused by a dead an-
cestor or a non-human forest spirit; a guardian of 
that particular animal killed by the sick person. 
When the Ariaso ceremony is performed, masks are 
worn and danced by men to get rid of the malevo-
lence. The ceremony usually consists of four masks 
danced together.  
Each mask is constructed by several men in a seclud-
ed hut which is separated from women. When the 
masks are completed, they are left unpainted until 
the eve of the ceremony.  

In this case, no animal is drawn in the centre white oval. During the 
construction of the masks, the sick men and those who intend to 
dance the masks, avoid eating certain types of food and abstain from 
sex. 
Throughout the ceremony, the sick men will be stationed in a sacred 
place while the masks dance around them to the beat of the drums 
produced by other men.  
The women sing and observe the ceremony. When the ceremony is 
over, the masks are left in the shelter to rot.  
The Ariaso masks are produced and are performed with the intention 
to bring healing and restoration to those who have been afflicted with 
illnesses from the spirits of animals that have been killed in the forest 
from hunting. Taken together, when the masks are performed with 
their song and dance, the illnesses are transferred from the afflicted to 
the masks which are then left to rot on the ground after the ceremony 
is over.  

Volume 1, Issue 1

PNG. 
Museum director also highlighted the 
history of the National Museum and Art 
Gallery drawing connections with the four 
founding historical figures through a 
timeline that is displayed inside the Built 
on Culture Exhibition. 

As a token of appreciation of their visit, 
the five were presented with a catalogue  
that contains the Masterpiece collections 
held in the Masterpiece Gallery. The book 
called Living Spirits with Fixed Abodes 
was written by Barry Craig. 
Mrs O’Neil while receiving the book 
acknowledged the Director who adhere to 
their request to visit the gallery and for 
making the foreign spouses stay in the 
PNG a memorable one. 

Spouses of 
the leaders that were in the country for 
the 8th African Caribbean Pacific (ACP) 
Leaders Summit were given a treat to the 
gallery by host and wife of Prime Minister 
of Papua New Guinea, Mrs Lynda Babao 
O’Neil.  
The five ladies were gladly welcomed and 
received by Director of National Museum 
and Art Gallery, Dr Andrew Moutu  and a 
group of dancers from Manus  who wel-
comed them to the gallery with the beat of 
the garamut (drum). 

The ladies were amazed by the vast collec-
tions that displays the diverse cultures of 
the people of Papua New Guinea. 
The moment was one of the joyous mo-
ment as the ladies engage in communica-
tions through questions and made rela-
tions to some of their traditions and cul-
tures and were astound by the diversity of 

ACP spouses visit during APEC 

The number of visits to the gallery is 
increasing every month despite the clo-
sure of the gallery. 
Acting Manager of Access, Education & 
Public Programs, Mr Edward Edawaine 
reported during the Senior Management 
Meeting last month. 
“The report shows that the total number 
of visitors to the gallery stands at 162 
and this is one of the highest number of 
visits for the year so far. 
This figure includes the visits by digni-
taries who came for the 8th African Car-
ibbean Pacific (ACP) Leaders Summit. 
Edawi commended his team for ensuring 
all visits are well recorded and the visi-
tors are well informed on the collections 

that are on display in the 
gallery. 
Overall the records of visitors 
stands  as from the time it 
was recorded as 15 APEC 
visitors, 47 tourist, 1 re-
searcher, 80 students from 
two school excursion alto-
gether from a total of 19 vis-
its. 
“A few high dignitaries who 
visited the gallery in the last 
month were Queensland Gov-
ernor Hon Paul de Jersey AC, 
Australian High Commissioner 
to Papua New Guinea His 
Excellency Bruce Davis and 
the Deputy Prime Minister for 

Namibia Hon Netumbo Nandi Ndaitwah. 
These dignitaries were welcomed and re-
ceived by NMAG Director Dr Andrew Mou-
tu”, said Edawaine 
Furthermore, the gallery is close at the mo-
ment due to high cost of electricity during 
non visitation period but is open to tour 
companies, government entities, private 
sector and schools as well as embassies 
within Port Moresby who wish to pay a visit. 
To visit the gallery, please make contact 
with our Principal Education Officer, Mrs 
Patricia Sosori on 3252405 or 3252458 or 
via email at psosori@museumpng.gov.pg or 
nationalmuseum@museumpng.gov.pg or 
simply enquire at our Education and Public 
Program Department here at the National 
Museum and Art Gallery, Waigani. 

Gallery: More visits despite closure
 

 
The �ve ladiestaking a look at the  
colorful Simbu Headdress  
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Capacity dev:
In - house Finance Training           

          

Personal Officers and selected Senior Officers for 
branches within the National Museum and Art Gallery 
will now be granted the opportunity to participate in 
the processes and application of two of the Finance 
Forms (FF) reserved within the Finance and Accounts 
office of the Museum. 
Deputy Director Corporate Planning Finance and Ad-
ministration Division (DD CPFA), Mrs Jeane Sliviak 
Kidu who facilitated the training made this statement 
at the beginning of the training session to more than 
15 staff who participated in the workshop. 
The two forms being; Finance Form 3 (FF3) and Fi-
nance Form 4 (FF4) are authorized by the Government 
of PNG through the Finance and Treasury Depart-
ments. 
According to Mrs Kidu, FF3 is a Requisition Form for 
expenditures and requires approval from Section Man-
agers; it also provides a guide for Quotation Register 
which will be linked to the Assets Register of the Muse-
um.  
The FF 3 form will also need the approval of the Depu-
ty Directors of respective Divisions when raising requi-
sitions while the FF4 is a form that is used to show 
specifications of General Expenses including goods and 
services. This particular form will require additional 
approval from Section Managers, Finance Manager, 
Deputy Director CPFA and a section 32 officer. 
FF4 is a more detailed and transparent form with cer-
tain benefits. The FF4 will; 

 Assist NMAG Accounts officers in the process 
of examining and certifying requests and rais-
ing cheque payments through the Integrated 
Financial Management System (IFMS) thus 
complying with acquittals for reporting pur-
poses. 

 Control and minimize spending on goods and 
services that is not shown in the 2016 Annual 
Operational Plan. All expenditures of goods 
and services must be according to sectional 
and or individual work plans approved during 
the first Senior Management Meeting (SMT) 
for 2016. 

 Assist the Procurement Officer who is in 
charge of NMAG Assets Registry to keep track 
on all new purchase items belonging to 
NMAG. 

Provides a transparent process in financial 
management in the Museum. 

Upon completion of the two forms, individual work 
plans highlighting the activity that a certain con-
sumable requested to be purchased must be at-
tached together with either of the forms. This pro-
cess has been effective since Monday 18th of April 
2013.  

All Data Entry officers under the Science, Research and Con-
sultancy Division of the National Museum and Art Gallery 
were taken through the application of the new collection 
management system known as Vernon Systems. 
The Vernon Systems is a collection management system ap-
plicable in cultural organizations including, museum, art gal-
leries and cultural heritage centre around the world. 
Officer in charge of the database management system of the 
NMAG, Michelle Hulambia, said, the Museum has a vast col-
lection that needs to be documented and recording in a sys-
tem suitable for safe keeping and to ensure the collections 
are made available to the public. 
“We have been using the FileMaker Pro software to update 
our database. With the introduction of Vernon systems, it is 
more adequate and reliable for public usage. Vernon can be 
access in house through the computers of the museum or 
online through the Vernon browser”, she said. 
The Vernon CMS is modular and can be tailored into our sys-
tems to suit the collection needs and budget, she added. 
In house training sessions with the data entry officers has 
been ongoing and is expected to be completed by the end of 
the second quarter. 
During the training, the officers are taken through to the 
hands on processes of data entry, editing and deleting of 
collection information with the assistance of Mrs Hulambia.  
It is in the hope that by the end of the second quarter, all 
SRC officers will be able to update their departmental data-
bases as required. 

Staff trained on Vernon 

DD CSD  observing sta�s attempting
the two �nance forms thus guiding 
them through the procedures.
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New events calendar launched 

The national events and festival 
calendar was launched by the 
Tourism Promotion Authority on 
the Friday 6th of May, 2016. 
The 2016 events calendar was 
unveiled by TPA’s Acting Chief 
Executive Officer Mr Eric Mosmen 
and Director of National Museum 
and Art Gallery Dr Andrew Mou-
tu. 
The ceremony occurred at the 
Ower’s Corner.  
The calendar highlights dates of 
festivals and national events that 
will happen in PNG in the 2016.  
Papua New Guinea will be host-

ing international events  from sports 
to high-level business meetings.  
This years events featured on the 
calendar includes; APEC meetings, 
the ACP Leaders summit and the 
FIFA U-20 Women’s World Cup that 
falls between November 13th and 
December 3rs 2016.  
The calendar not only provides dates 
but also gives travelers, tour opera-
tors, hotels and guest house opera-
tors, airline companies the oppor-
tunity to market these events on an 
international scale. 

Landscapes”.  
According to ICOM’s President 
Hans Martin, the theme implies 
that museums have a certain 
responsibility towards the land-
scapes where they are located, 
to which they are able to bring 
their own specific knowledge 
and skills. 
He stressed the main mission of 
museums is to oversee the 
safekeeping and protection of 
the heritage that lies both with-

Our Papua New Guinea National Museum and 
Art Gallery teamed up with museums around 
the world to celebrate the International Museum 
Day (IMD) on the 3rd of July 2016. 
The International Museum Day is celebrated 
annually by the worldwide community of muse-
ums. This year marks 38 years since this event 
was first planned. A weeklong celebration be-
gins on the 18th of May and ends on the 22nd 
of May each year with a theme that resonates 
with the Museum and societies. 
This year’s theme as set by the International 
Council of Museum is” “Museums and Cultural 

in and beyond their walls. 
In his press statement, the Siena 
Charter also explains cultural land-
scapes as, the country where we 
live in, which surrounds us with the 
images and symbols that identify 
and characterize it.  
All in all the landscape  refers to 
geographic, historical, economic, 
social and cultural in which the mu-
seum exists and operates. 
 
 

 International Museum Day 

um in order to help drive its 
functions in achieving its Vision 
and Mission. 
“The Friends of the Museum is 
now revived and is incorporated 
with the Investment Promotion 
Authority with a guiding consti-
tution intended to engage the 
support of community to sup-
port the work of the National 
Museum and Art Gallery.” 
This association was in opera-
tion in the years after its birth, 

however, due to administrative deba-
cles over the years, its functions were 
neglected and the association dissipat-
ed 
The fundraising dinner will be held at 
the new International Convention Cen-
tre Banquet in July 2016. An invitation 
is extended to corporate houses, gov-
ernment department and individuals to 
support in building our National Muse-
um  and Art Gallery to grow into an 
iconic hub that fosters pride in PNG’s 
cultural heritage and national identity.  

Under the Vision of celebrating identity 
and building communities, the National 
Museum and Art Gallery (NMAG) has re-
vived the Friends of the Museum Associa-
tion. The launch also coincides with a 
fundraising dinner intended to raise funds 
for the Museum. 
The Friends of the Museum is provided for 
under Section 4 (1) (ix) of the National 
Museum and Art Gallery Act.  
According to NMAG, Director Dr Andrew 
Moutu, this initiative is to encourage 
friendship and partnership with the Muse-

FRIENDS OF THE MUSEUM  


